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Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002

Request

Please find below our response to your correspondence dated 4
September, in which you made the following request under the Freedom

of Information (Scotland) Act 2002:

I'm looking for information about how are drugs and others such as guns
that have been confiscated in raids or other jobs valued? Who values it?

How the courts are informed about the value and the number of drugs
they have confiscated? What happens with it?

How much has been securely stored this year? How much has been
reported missing?

How the courts are informed about the value and the number of guns
they have confiscated? What happens with it?

How many guns have been securely stored? How many guns have been
reported missing?

Response
Your request for information has been considered and the Scottish Police

Authority is able to provide the following. Your questions are replicated
below, along with our response.



I'm looking for information about how are drugs and others such
as guns that have been confiscated in raids or other jobs valued?
Who values it?

Regarding your question for information about how drugs and others such
as guns are valued. I can confirm that the Scottish Police Authority,
including Forensic Services, do not determine or hold this information.
Therefore, this represents a notice in terms of Section 17 of the Freedom
of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 - Information not held.

To explain, Forensic Services take secure custody of items from Police
Scotland that have been submitted for the purpose of forensic
examination. Following forensic examination, all items are returned to
Police Scotland.

To assist, I would refer you to information published by Police Scotland
regarding how drugs are valued by a specialist STOP Unit (Statement of
Opinion Unit).

I would also refer you to the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service
(COPFS) who may hold this information. A request can be submitted to
COPFS via email using the following address - foi@copfs.gsi.gov.uk

How the courts are informed about the value and the number of
drugs they have confiscated? What happens with it?

Regarding your question about how the courts are informed about the
value and number of drugs they have confiscated and what happens to
them. I can confirm that the Scottish Police Authority, including Forensic
Services does not hold this information. Therefore, this represents a
notice in terms of Section 17 of the Freedom of Information (Scotland)
Act 2002 - Information not held.

To assist, I would refer you to information published by Police Scotland
regarding how drugs are valued by a specialist STOP Unit (Statement of
Opinion Unit).

I would also refer you to the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service
(COPFS) who may hold this information. A request can be submitted to
COPFS via email using the following address - foi@copfs.gsi.gov.uk

How much has been securely stored this year? How much has
been reported missing?

Regarding drugs stored and reported missing, the Authority holds some
information. To explain, Forensic Services take secure custody of items
from Police Scotland that have been submitted for the purpose of forensic


https://www.scotland.police.uk/spa-media/ibtmewrk/23-1941-dl-response.docx
mailto:foi@copfs.gsi.gov.uk
https://www.scotland.police.uk/spa-media/ibtmewrk/23-1941-dl-response.docx
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examination. All drug cases submitted for forensic analysis are receipted,
stored, and returned to Police Scotland following forensic examination in
line with chain of custody regulations and strict adherence to the Forensic
Services Quality Management system which is accredited to United
Kingdom Accreditation Service (UKAS) International Organisation for
Standard (ISO) 17025.

The number of drug cases submitted to Forensic Services for forensic
analysis is reported quarterly to the Authority’s Forensic Services
Committee. Therefore, this represents a notice in terms of Section 25 of
the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 - the authority considers
that the information is already available, therefore there is no need to
provide an alternative right of access to it through FOISA.

Performance reporting over the current and previous two full financial
years can be accessed from the Authority’s website, with the most recent
reporting on 10 August 2023 linked for assistance, see page 11.

Of the cases submitted for forensic analysis, the Authority can confirm
that Forensic Services have recorded no missing drug cases.

How the courts are informed about the value and the number of
guns they have confiscated? What happens with it?

Regarding your question about how the courts are informed about the
value and number of guns they have confiscated and what happens to
them. I can confirm that the Scottish Police Authority, including Forensic
Services does not hold this information. Therefore, this represents a
notice in terms of Section 17 of the Freedom of Information (Scotland)
Act 2002 - Information not held.

To assist, I would refer you to the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal
Service (COPFS) who may hold this information. A request can be
submitted to COPFS via email using the following address -
foi@copfs.gsi.gov.uk

How many guns have been securely stored? How many guns have
been reported missing?

Regarding guns stored and reported missing, the Authority holds some
information. Forensic Services take secure custody of items from Police
Scotland that have been submitted for the purpose of forensic
examination. The receipt and return of firearms cases by Forensic
Services is conducted in line with chain of custody regulations and strict
adherence to the Forensic Services Quality Management system which is
accredited to United Kingdom Accreditation Service (UKAS) International
Organisation for Standard (ISO) 17025.


https://www.spa.police.uk/what-we-do/governance-meetings/forensics-services-committee/
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Firearms cases can encompass a number of areas of firearms examination
including, but not limited to;

Ammunition examination
Air weapon examination
Airsoft examination
Firearm examination

Stun gun examination
Irritant spray examination

Forensic Services report on firearms cases submitted for analysis
quarterly to the Authority’s Forensic Services Committee. Therefore, this
represents a notice in terms of Section 25 of the Freedom of Information
(Scotland) Act 2002 - the authority considers that the information is
already available, therefore there is no need to provide an alternative
right of access to it through FOISA.

Performance reporting over the current and previous two full financial
years can be accessed from the Authority’s website, with the most recent
reporting on 10 August 2023 linked for assistance, see page 11.

Of the cases submitted for forensic analysis, the Authority can confirm
that Forensic Services have recorded no missing firearms.

Right to Review

If you are dissatisfied with the outcome of your request you can ask for a
review. You must specify the reason for your dissatisfaction and submit
your request by email to foi@spa.police.uk or by letter to Scottish Police
Authority, 1 Pacific Quay, Glasgow, G51 1DZ.

After review, if you remain dissatisfied, you can appeal to the Scottish
Information Commissioner within six months. You can apply online, by
email to enquiries@itspublicknowledge.info or by letter to Scottish
Information Commissioner, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St
Andrews, Fife, KY16 9DS.

Should you wish to appeal against the Commissioner's decision, you can
appeal to the Court of Session, only if you think the law has not been
applied correctly.

An anonymised version of this response will be posted to our Disclosure
Log in seven days' time.
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